
THE PRESENCE
What Does the Holy Spirit Want to Do in You?

Come In Third (Part 2)

Text: John 14:15-31; Galatians 5:22-23

I

The prolific Christian author, Roy L. Smith, once made this provocative 
statement: “The major challenge in every Christian life is the achievement of 
power... The pressures of modern life are so insistent… that nothing less than 
divine aid enables us to measure up to the demands that inevitably will be 
made upon us. The failure of the modern church to give proper instruction in 
the matter of the Holy Spirit has resulted in a generation of powerless Christians 
-- individuals unable to hold out against the intense pressures of temptation, 
opposition, ridicule, and loneliness.”

I don’t know how much you resonate with that statement or not, but if said 
that there was a way for your life to be filled with greater spiritual power, how 
many of you would be interested in knowing HOW or in what WAYS? The good 
news is that such power can be yours. As I shared last week, every church can 
be the sort of sub-station of heaven’s glory that the church of Acts was. You 
and I can experience a greater inner resource and outer influence than we have 
right now. But it involves learning more about the source of that power -- this 
aspect of God’s person and work that the Bible describes 93 times as “the Holy 
Spirit.”  

As I shared in my message last week, opening ourselves up to the Holy Spirit 
does not mean exposing ourselves to the kind of danger or weirdness some of 
us associate with certain extreme forms of Pentecostal Christianity. On the 
contrary, properly understood, the work of the Holy Spirit is one of the most 
beautiful parts of a normal, healthy, full-bodied experience of the Christian life. 
Nobody here is going to try to talk you into faking an alien language or 
handling snakes or even raising your hands if you’re not led to. But if we want 
to be filled with all the wonderful power God has for us, then some things do 
need to change. 

For example, we need to get rid of the common notion that the Holy Spirit is 
sort of a third-rate experience of God. This may not be you, but the 
unconscious thinking for many of us is: “If I could be with God the FATHER in 
heaven that would be first class. If I could have walked with Jesus his SON on 
earth, that would at least have been business class. But here I am way back in 
economy, wondering if at least the HOLY SPIRIT will stop by and toss me some 
peanuts.” 



I mean, you could even read Jesus’ words in John chapter 14 that way. The 
Son of God is about to leave his disciples and return to his Father in heaven 
and so he says: “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Counselor to be with you forever” (John 14:16). I mean, people have had 
this conversation with us, right? “Dad and I have to go and leave you, but 
we’ve arranged for a babysitter. It’s that kid with the pimples and braces from 
down the street.” Or that great teacher is getting married and moving away. 
“I’m sorry, I won’t be around to teach you anymore, but I’ve arranged for a 
sub. I’m sure you’ll love her.” Yeah. It sounds like this is the sort of thing Jesus 
is saying. “It’s time for me to be history, but just so you’re not TOTALLY alone, 
I’ve arranged for a replacement of sorts. He’s a little on the wispy side, but he’s 
very nice and he tries real hard and his name is the Holy Spirit.” Can you 
understand the disappointment, if that’s what Jesus was really saying here?

But this is NOT what Jesus was saying at all and this is the FIRST new insight 
into the Holy Spirit I hope you’ll take with you from today: The coming of the 
Holy Spirit means that you and I have as much access to the PRESENCE of God 
as Adam and Eve or Mary and Peter did. You see, the word that Jesus uses here 
for “another” Counselor doesn’t mean “someTHING of a different kind.” It 
means “SomeONE of the same kind.”

Think of the molecular substance we call dihydrogen oxide. As a liquid, it’s 
called water. As a solid it’s called ice. As a gas it’s called vapor. But any way 
you meet it, it’s the same substance through and through – the stuff of life. As 
the people of the early church came to know the Spirit, they realized that just 
as Jesus was “homo-ousias,” -- literally, “of the same substance” -- as the 
Father, so the Holy Spirit was of the same substance as Father and Son (From 
the Nicene Creed, AD 325). All three had the power to bring forth life. I mean, 
how else do we explain the attitude of those at Pentecost? 

Think about this for a moment, will you? Of all people, don’t you think these 
ones who had literally walked with Jesus would show some evidence of 
disappointment, if the God they met in the Spirit was anything less than the 
total equal of the Lord they’d known in the flesh? But what we see in them 
instead on the day of Pentecost was a joy so intoxicating that some mistook 
them for drunk. These people displayed the staggering delight appropriate to 
the discovery that their Master had not left them to a third-rate substitute. God 
had returned to them with as much potency and particularity as they’d ever 
known when Jesus of Nazareth walked among them in the flesh.

II

But there was another reason for their joy and it is the SECOND insight into the 
nature and work of the Holy Spirit I hope you’ll remember from this lesson. The 
coming of the Holy Spirit means that a Christian disciple is NEVER WITHOUT 
the real presence of God.  Jesus had said it to them on that night in which he 



was betrayed: “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Counselor, to be with you FOREVER.”  Forever is a long time, and when 
Jesus said that to them the disciples had no way of understanding what he 
meant. I can seen them looking sidewise at one another: “Does he not realize 
that sooner or later death separates us from everyone we love or who loves us? 
In the end, the best we can hope for is a memory to cheer us – a mental image 
on which to hang our hearts. I mean, he told us he was GOING.” 

But then came Easter and that encounter with Christ behind the locked doors of 
an upper room. Then came the day of Pentecost when the presence of Christ 
thundered down upon them like a wave of grace. The disciples discovered that 
GOD WAS BACK, and now in a form that no Pilate or Pharisee could ever nail 
down or entomb them from again. Oh, Rome might take their jobs or their 
homes; divorce might take their spouse; disease might take their health; death 
might take their life or someone they loved. But as the Apostle Paul penned in 
Romans 8:39: “Nothing in all creation, could ever separate [them] from 
the love of God.” Pentecost made it clear that through the reality of his Holy 
Spirit God was totally present with them “forever.”

Do you know that for yourself? Do you understand that He’s here, right here, 
with you now? If you are a believer, do you know that no matter what kind of 
trauma, triumph, or tragedy you’ll meet in days to come, nothing can separate 
you from Him? If you’re an unbeliever, do you know that there is no place you 
can flee where the Holy Spirit of God cannot reach out to find you and draw 
you to himself?

“Where can I go from your spirit, Lord?” asked King David long ago. 
“Where can I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are 
there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. If I take the 
wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even 
there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me… even the darkness is 
not dark to you... I come to the end -- and I am still with you” (Psalm 
139).

III

Is that good news to you? I hope it is. The coming of the Holy Spirit means 
that we who live after Jesus’ time on earth can have a fellowship with Christ 
every bit as real as those who lived while he walked this earth. The coming of 
the Holy Spirit means that you will never again be without the awesome 
presence of God. But there’s a THIRD and final insight I want to offer today and 
then let you go. The coming of the Holy Spirit also means that now you can 
develop a character like Christ’s. God comes to us through his Holy Spirit to do 
in us what we can’t do for ourselves. 



Take the character trait of “peacefulness,” for example. Who of us would like to 
be a person of greater peace? The problem is that we don’t know how to 
manufacture that tranquility within our own souls. We can get up in the 
morning and say, “I think I’ll just be more peaceful about everything today. I’ll 
face it all with equanimity.” And then we hit a traffic jam, or a cutting remark 
from someone, or an unexpected bill, and anxiety spikes within us. We can’t 
seem to WILL a greater peace into ourselves.

So then we shift to looking for peace from changes on the outside of ourselves. 
We think we’ll have it when the college expense or the mortgage is finally paid 
off. We believe we’ll have peace when retirement comes, or the right treatment 
is found, or that pressure settles down, or those pounds come off. But that’s 
not where Jesus said enduring peace would be found. In John 14, Jesus says: 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you 
as the world gives” (John 14:27).

Many years ago, our family was at the height of the chaos that most families 
know. We had children ranging from five to eleven years old. Amy was 
scrambling to cover all homework. Our church was in a madly busy season and 
I was feverishly working in every spare moment to make progress on a doctoral 
degree. During the month of May that year I read 4500 pages of academic 
literature, wrote 16 book reports, then went to California for a two-week 
intensive course on Spirituality in Ministry. I had lost most sense of spirituality 
in my ministry and was about as baked and burned out as a person could be. 
Furthermore, I was dreading the fact that while I was attending this new course 
by day, I was going to have to spend the evenings writing a 40-page paper 
from my last course. I was a man without a shred of peace.

And then our teacher walked into the place. He didn’t just breeze through. He 
actually moved in and took up residence there inside the building where I was 
staying. He was there in the morning and throughout the day. He was present 
for the daily meals and the evening prayers. One of the first things that struck 
me about him was that he was the most peaceful human being I had ever met. 
I think that was because he was the person closest to the heart of the heavenly 
Father I believe I have ever personally met. His name was Dallas Willard. Some 
of you will have heard of him or met him when he came here. But just having 
him in my building, feeling him near, listening to his voice hour after hour, 
somehow helped to produce a peace in my soul that I could not create in 
myself or summon through changes on my outside. 

But guess what? The One who indwelt Dallas Willard’s building and was HIS 
source of peace, is here right now, eager to come into your building and fill up 
the Temple of your life. He is the Holy Spirit and he wants to walk through 
every chamber of your consciousness and occupy every corner of your mind. 
He wants to whisper his wisdom to you and re-shape your responses to all the 
people and circumstances of your life so that they are more and more like his. 



How would you recognize someone who has consistently welcomed this 
Counselor in? The Bible tells us: Look for the fruit he produces where human 
effort can’t. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Gal 
5:22-23). Other parts of the Bible add qualities like “mercy, justice, and 
humility” (Micah 6:8). So if you want more of that sort of fruit to grow up in 
you, don’t expect your willpower alone to get it for you. Don’t expect a change 
in your external circumstances to create this kind of character in you. Lean into 
the PRESENCE of the One Jesus asked his Father to send to you. Let this be 
your frequent prayer in hours and days ahead: “Fill me up Holy Spirit. Dwell in 
me Third Person of the Trinity. Or simply, Come in Third.” 
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 This includes only those passages where the phrase “Holy Spirit” is used. Many dozens of more 
times the Bible uses the abbreviated term “Spirit” to refer to the presence and action of the third 
person of the Trinity.


